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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons). 1 
dated 13 February 1843;— -for, \ 



A RETURN specifying the Number, Name, and Local Situation of each Union 
Workhouse in Ireland which has not within itself any Supply, or an 
insufficient Supply of Spring Water; and also specifying those from which 
there is none, or an insufficient Sewerage. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House,' 
27 March 1843. 



EDWIN CHADWICK, 
Secretary. 

I, 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin,' 
25 March 1843. 



GEO. WILKINSON, 

Arch*. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 3 May 1843. 



Architect’s Office, Poor Law Commission Office, 
Gentlemen, Dublin, 25 March 1843. 

I N preparing the accompanying Return relating to the wells and sewers of the 
Union Workhouses in Ireland, as directed by your Board, in pursuance of 
an Order of the House of Commons, dated 13th February 1843, I beg to remark 
that every exertion has been made for completing it at the earliest period. 

The wording of the Order relating to the wells is as follows: “A Return of 
each Union Workhouse which has not within itself any supply, or an insufficient 
supply of Spring Water.” 

The information in the office as to the present supply of spring water would 
not enable a satisfactory return to be made, some of the workhouses having 
been long completed, and the supply of spring water being liable to variation. 
It is known that all the workhouses in which the building contracts have been 
completed had at one time a good supply of spring water, but there have been 
instances in which springs at one time found so strong as to prevent their 
deeper sinking, have become weaker, and failed to give a sufficient supply at 
all times. 

To return such houses with a sufficient supply, according to. the wording of 
the Order, would most likely have been unsatisfactory, although it is not d.oubted 
that they all have the means within themselves, by deeper sinking or otherwise, 
of obtaining a good supply. 

It has therefore been necessary to have the wells examined, and every 
practicable arrangement has been made for accelerating the required 
information. 

Particulars have yet to be received to enable the present depth of water of a 
few of the wells to be stated, but it is considered that the information relating 
to these wells is not sufficient to occasion any delay of the Return, or to prevent 
the Order of the House of Commons from being complied with. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Wilkinson . 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 

&c. &c. See. 
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RETURNS RESPECTING THE SUPPLY OF SPRING TTATER 



A RETURN specifying tie Number, Name, and Local Situation of each Usm* TYoukhocse in 
iXrf, which has non within itself a sufficient Supply of Sen,™ WsTEn. 

Number - - 1 - - - Occupied Workhouses without a sufficient Supply of Spring Wutie at 
limner *, t the present time. 



Carrick-on-Shannon 



near the town, - - the workhouse contractor has not vet completed 
and on elevated the sinking of the well, which up to this time has been 
tr round. carried to a depth of 100 J feet through a calp I.me- 

I stone, having several very silicious beds, which occasion 
great labour and time to penetrate ; the well is still sinking. On the 
morning of the 10th of March it was inspected, and found to have six 
feet six inches of water in it, during the absence of the workmen, i he 
infirmary well, near the workhouse, gives an abundant supply ; the 
workhouse site is of about 25 feet higher level than the infirmary. 



Cashel 



Tullamore 



user the town - 1 • - the workhouse contractor has not yet completed 
the sinking; the present depth of the well is 104 feet, 
through a limestone rock, which prevails oil round the neighbourhood. 
The public buildings are supplied by wells. The infantry barrack* 
have three wells, one 55 feet deep, one 35 feet, one -25 feet; the two 
former have been dry for the last eight months, the last summer and 
the past winter having been unusually dry. The Bridewell well is 
through 90 feet of limestone rock, and has a good supply. The 
County Infirmary well, 94 feet deep, supply deficient during part ot 
last summer. , . ... „ 

Fever Hospital, no well; obtains a supply from a public well 
adjoining the workhouse site. , 

The bottom of the workhouse well is now about 16 feet above that 
of the infirmary well. During the late dry summer the inhabitants 
were badly off for water, and a public tank was constructed in October 
last, into which water is conveyed from a spring about a mile and a 
half distant, and the supply has been abundant. 



- -near the town, ! - - the contractor has yet to sink the well deeper; the 
and to the canal : present depth is 51 £ feet, the sinking being extremely 
from which the i slow, owing to the silicious nature of some ot the beds 
present supply of ! of the calp limestone formation, which prevails round 
water is obtained.' Tullamore; the present supply is about 450 gallons 
I daily ; in quarrying for stones in another portion of the 
site, a very strong supply of water was found. The barrack well is 
about 14 feet deep, gives a good supply. The gaol has two. wells, 
one 1 15 feet deep, the other 75 feet; the supply occasionally insuffi- 
cient during the late dry seasons ; the situation of the workhouse is, 
however, about a quarter of a mile from the latter building. There 
are several wells in the town, and not far from the poor-house, which 
are sunk of moderate depth, and afford good supplies of water. 



Larne 



- - on elevated and 1 

rising ground, on 
the north side of | 
the town. 



- - the well sunk 114 feet; it is proposed to discontinue 
it, in order to obtain a supply from a spring near the 
workhouse, which is always running, and which can be 
conveyed to the workhouse premises, the fall being 
favourable. The water used by the public is chiefly 
obtained from shallow wells, sunk in diluvial gravel. 



Number - - 3 , - - - - Occupied Union Workhouses which, within the Limits of their Sites, are 
solely dependent on Wells for a Supply of Spring Water, and in which the Wells are considered 
to require to be sunk to a greater Depth in order to obtain a sufficient Supply in dry Seasons. 



— 




Depth 

of 

Well. 


Depth of Water 
in the Well, 

In the 

Month of March 
1843. 






feet. 


feet. 


Limerick - 


- - the house is near the city, on the north side of the 
River Shannon. The supply of spring water from 
the well is not found to be sufficient at all times; a 
second well has been proposed, and to be used as a 
draw-well ; a limestone rock prevails around Lime- 
rick, from which, by means of wells, the public build- 
ings of the city are supplied. 


90 


8*.. 
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TO UNION WORKHOUSES IN IRELAND. 



— 




Depth 

of 

Well. 

feet. 


Depth of Water 
in the Well, 
id the 

Month of March 
1843. 


.fcklenderry - 


- - the house is about a quarter of a mile from the 
town ; the supply has not always been found suffi- 
cient, and in the adjustment of the contractor’s 
account provision has been made for sinking the 
well to a greater depth. 


50 k 


4 


Parsonstown 


- - the house is near the town ; the supply was found 
to be deficient last summer ; provision was made in 
adjusting the contractor’s account, for deepening the 


52 


32 


Roscrea 


- - the house is about one mile from the town : ditto 
ditto. 


19 


4 


Nenagh 


the house is near the town j ditto, ditto - 


60 


12 


Note. — The last summer was an unusually dry one, and the wells abo 
sunk, had strong springs and were considered to afford an abundant supply 


vemention 
r of water. 


ed, when first 



Particulars of the. Supply of Spring Water to each of the following Union Workhouses in 
Ireland, with reference to the Sufficiency or Insufficiency of the Supply thereof. 



NAME. 


LOCAL SITUATION OF THE WORKHOUSE, &c. 


Depth of the 
Well 
(in feet). 


Present Depth 
of Water in Well 
(in feet), 
March 1843. 


Abbeyleix - 


adjoining the town 


- - supplied from a constantly 






Antrim 




running stream adjoining the 
workhouse site ; the fall al- 
lows the water to be conveyed' 
to cistern in pipes without 
any pump. 

- - house in progress intended 
to be supplied from a well. 

- - supplied by pump from a 






Ardee 


. . . 


15 


8 


Armagh 




running stream on the site, 
and from a well. 

- - supplied from a stream 


57 


3 J 


Athlone 




bounding the workhouse site, 
and a well. 

- - the site adjoins the river 


- - consider 


ed to be a good 


A thy - 


- about half-a-mile 


Shannon, but the house is 
supplied from a well. 

- - house in progress intended 


supply. 


Bailieborough - 


from the town of 
Athy, near the canal, 
adjoining the town 


to be supplied from a well. 

- - the site bounded by a lake 


24 k 


9J- 


Ballina 

Ballinasloe - 


■ - - - 


and a running stream, and 
supplied from a well ; the 
well requires deeper sinking. 

- - this house, not yet occu- 
pied, to be supplied from a 
well which is still sinking ; 
present depth - 

supplied from a well - 


70 

- - preser 


it supply not 


Ballinrobe - 






known, but considered a 
good one. 

- - present supply not 


Ballycastle - 


- 


- 


known. 

70 


58 


Ballymena - 


- - about a quarter 


- - house in progress intended 
to be supplied from a well. 

- - house not yet occupied. 


— 




Ballymoney 


of a mile from the 
town. 

adjoining the town 


35 


30 \ 


427. 


supplied from a well. 
A 2 
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RETURNS RESPECTING THE SUPPLY OF SPRING WATER 




LOCAL SITUATION OF THE WORKHOUSE, Ac. 



Bally slian non 
Balrothery 

Baltinglass 

Banbridge 

Bandon 

Bantry 

Belfast 

Boyle 

Cahirciveen 

Callan 

Carlow 



- adjoining the town 

- . about two miles 
south of the town 
of Balbriggan. 

- - about one mile 
and a half from the 
town. 

adjoining the town 



. . about two miles 
from Cahirciveen. 
adjoining the town 
near the town 



Carrickmacross - 



- - house not yet occupied, 
supplied from a well, 
supplied from a well - 



- house in progress, intended 
to be supplied from well ; run- 
ning stream adjoining site. 

from two wells - “ ’ "t 

from a well - 

- house in progress, intended 
to be supplied from a well, 
supplied from a well - 

- house in progre ss, intended 
to be supplied from a well. 

- - site surrounded by a run- 

ning stream; supplied from a 
well. „ . 



Depth of tlie Present Depth 

of Water m Well 
VVeU (in feet), 

(in feet). I March 1S43 . 






Carrick-on-Suir - 


pli 


Castlebar - 


sp 

tot 


Castleblayney - 


- su 


Castledcrg - 


1 ve 
tb 
n 


Castlerea - 





Cavan 


- about three quar- - 
ters of a mile from t 
the town. q 

h 
d 


Celbridge - 


near the town - s 


Clifden 


t 

s 


Clogheen - 


- - - - i 


Clogher - 




Clones 


- - - - 


Clonmel - 


- ' ' 


Coleraine - 


- - about a quarter 
mile from the town. 


Cookstown - 


near the town 


Cootehill - 


- - about a quarter 
mile from the town. 


Cork - 


- - about a quarter 
mile from the city. 


Donegal - 


near the town 


Downpatrick 


about half a mile 
from the town. 



- spring in front portion of 



- house in progress, intended 



plied from well. 

- adjoins the river Suir ; sup- 
plied from wells averaging - 
supplied from a well - 



- - house not occupied, sup- 
plied from well, 
supplied from a well - 



ni 

26 



n 



13 J 



29 i 



present depth of wa- 
ter not known, but con- 
sidered sufficient. 

22 



- - - a very 
strong spring 
was obtained 
in this well. 

31 £ 
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TO UNION WORKHOUSES IN IRELAND. 



LOCAL SITUATION OF THE WORKHOUSE, &c. 



- - supplied from two wells 
the first requires deeper [■ 
sinking - * - -J 



{ - - in the city of I 

Dublin, old build- rfrom pipe water 
ings * - - ’ 



L mgs - 

- - - about a quarter 
mile from town. 

- near the town 



- - about one mile 
from town. 

near the town 

- - about one and a 
half east ofthe town, 
on Dublin road. 



- - supplied from two wells, 
one of which is supplied from [ 
a running stream - 

- house in progress, intended 
to be supplied from a well. 

- - supplied from a well ; the 
locality being very uncer- 
tain for a supply of water, 
a well was sunk to ascer- 
tain the fact before the 
site was agreed for. 
supplied from a well - 



- - a running stream adjoins 
the site; supplied from a 
well. 



Ennis - - near the town - supplied from two wells 

Enniscortliy - - - supplied from a' well - 

Enniskillen - - - - house in progress, bound- 

ed by the lake. 

Ennistymon - - - about one mile supplied from a well - 

from the town. 

Fermoy - - --adjoining the -- supplied from three wells ; f 

town, formerly bar- supply partially failed in-j 

racks. part of last summer - - { 

Galway - - near the town - supplied from a well - 

Glenties - - - house in progress, intended 

to be supplied from a well. 

Gorey - - - supplied from a well - 

Gort - - ditto ; this 1 well is not 

now used, the water being 
obtained from an adjacent 
surface spring; it is consi- 
dered doubtml if the well 
is sufficiently deep, and the 
contractor is liable to the 
cost of deepening it, for 
which purpose the well will 
be tested before the pump is 
fixed. 

Gortin* - - - - - - - - from a spring conveyed 

by pipe into cistern, the fall 
being favourable, and no 
pump required. 

Granard - - - - - - supplied from a well ; 

doubtful if the supply is yet 
sufficient for a dry season, 
and if so, the contractor is 
under engagement to sink it 
deeper. 

Inishowen - - - house in progress, intended 

to be supplied from a well. 

Kanturk - - - supplied from a well - 



supplied from two wells -| 
house in progress, intended 
to be supplied from a well, 
supplied from a well - 



- depth of wa- 
ter not known, 
but consider- 
ed to be suffi- 



- - depth of wa- 
— ternotknown. 



-present depth 
of water not 
known. 



I ( continued ) 

* Note . — The water in die wells around . Gortin is very much impregnated with sulphuretted 
hydrogen and oxide of iron, and an arrangement was therefore made for a right of water from a 
neighbouring spring. 
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6 BET URNS RESPECTING THE SUPPLY OF SPRING WATER 







I 


)epthofthe I P 


resent Depth 


NAME. 


LOCAL SITUATION OF THE WORKHOUSE, etc. 




(in feet). 






(in feet). 


March 1843. 


Killarney - - - 


t 


house in progress, intended 
o be supplied from a well. 


- 




Kilmallock - ■ 


. - - ■ E 


applied from a well - 


c 


present depth 
if water not 








known, but the supply 
is considered suifici- 








ent. 




Kilrush 


near the town - s 


supplied from a well - 




■ not known ; 
the supply is 
considered 
sufficient. 


Kinsale 




- - supplied from a well; the 
supply from well was not 
quite sufficient during a short 
period of last summer, and 
supply was obtained from a 
spring in front of the site. 


21 i 


12 * 


Letterkenny 


' 


- house in progress, intended 
to he suppliedfrom a well. 






Lisburn 
Lismore 
Listowel - 




supplied "from well 

- * house in progress, intended 
to be supplied from a well. 


32 

68 


14 
18 i 

16 h 


Lisnaskea - 


- 


- - house not occupied, sup- 
plied from a well. 


21 k 




Londonderry 


- - 


two wells - 


" 


- - not now 
known. 


Longford - 


- - about a quarter 


supplied from a well - 


16 h 


5 


Loughrea - 




- supplied fromawell, hound- 
ed by the lake. 


36 


3 


Lowtherstown 


near the town 


- -house in progress, intended 
to be supplied from a well. 


- 


10 

18 


Lurgan 


- about half a mile 
from town - 


jsupplied from two wells - 


28 

24 


Macroom - 


adjoins the town - 


- - house not occupied ; sup- 
plied from well, 
supplied from well 


45 l 


18 


Magberafelt 


- - about a quarter 
of a mile from town 


21 

| 


- not known, 
but consider- 
ed sufficient. 




Mallow 


- - about one mile 


- - house lately occupied; 


70 


18 


Manorhamilton - 




39 


2 




the supply is stated to have 
become weak, and the well to 
require deeper sinking, which 
the contractor has been di- 
rected to attend to. 










Midleton - 


- 


- - supplied from well, and 
stream bounding the site. 


15 i 


3i 




- - about a quarter 


1 - - house in progress, intend- 


— 






1 of a mile from town. 


ed to be supplied from a well. 




5A 


Mohill 


near the town 


supplied from well 


19£ 


Monaghan - 
Mountmellick 


- : : ‘ 


- - house in progress, intend- 
ed to be supplied from a well, 
supplied from well 


65 I 




Mullingar - 


■ - - nearly one mile 

from town. 


29 


8 


- - supplied from well; a run- 


Naas - 


■ near the town ■ 


22 


3 


ning stream bounds the site. 




. _ 


supplied from well 


22 


8 


Newcastle - 




- supplied from well; a second 
well is also sinking by the 
Guardians, to be used as £ 
draw-well. 


L 56 

1 


20 


New Ross - 





■ supplied from well 


- ! 75 


26 J 


Newry 


• - " - ' 


- - supplied from well, andfron 

spring adioining the site 


i | 75 


7 






which flows through pipe 
into a cistern. 


a | 




Newtownards 


- - 


- - - supplied from well ; site: 

bounded by a mill race. 


is 13 


9 
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7 



NAME. 


LOCAL SITUATION OF THE WORKHOUSE, &c. 


Newtown Lima- 


- - about a quarter 


- - supplied from well ; a run- 


vady 


of a mile from town 


ning stream also bounds tire 
site. 


Oldcastle - 


near the town 


supplied from well 


Omagh 




Rath down - 


- atLoughlinstown, 
between Bray and 
Kingstown. 





llathdrum - 


- - about half a 
mile from town. 


- - supplied from well; a 
spring runs along rear of 


Rathkeale - 




- - supplied from well ; sup- 
ply insufficient during part 
of dry weather of last sum- 
mer. A second well, as a 
draw-well, has been recom- 
mended, a good supply of 
water existing at a very ' 
moderate depth below the 
surface. 


Roscommon 


- - about a quarter 
of a mile from town. 


- - house not occupied; sup- 
plied from a well. 


Scariff - - 


- - near Scariff, be- 
tween Scariff and 
Tomgraney. 


supplied from a well - 


Shillelagh - 


near the town 


- - supplied from a well ; 
a running stream bounds the 
site. 


Skibbereen - 


- - about a quarter 
of a mile from town. 


- - supplied from two wells ; 
one of them partially failed 
last summer. This one is - 


Sligo * 


near the town 


supplied from well 


Strabane - 




- - from a well or reservoir, 
which is filled by a spring 
outside the yard walls, and 
conveyed in a pipe. 


Stranorlar - 


- - about half a 
mile from town. 


- - house in progress ; in- 
tended to be supplied from 
a well. 


Swineford - 


near the town 


house not occupied 


Thurles 


- - about a quarter 
of a mile from town. 


supplied from well 


Tipperary - 
Tralee 


near the town 


supplied from well 
- - house not occupied ; sup- 
plied from well. 


- - about a quarter 
of a mile from town. 


Trim - - 


near the town 


- - supplied from well ; a 
partial deficiency for a short 
period during last autumn. 


Tuam 


‘ 


- - house not occupied ; sup- 
plied from well. 


Waterford - 


- 


supplied from two wells - 


Westport - 


- 


- - house not occupied ; sup- 
plied from well. 


Wexford - 




- - supplied from well ; a 
stream runs along front 
boundary of site. 




Present Depth 
of Water in Well 
(in feet), 
March 1843. 



- I - - depth of 
I water in well 
is not known, but con- 
sidered a sufficient 
supply. 

20 $ j 6 

- not known ; 

I a sufficient 

supply was obtained 
before the house was 
occupied. 

- considered 
a good sup- 
ply. 

- not known, 
but consider- 

] ed sufficient. 

16 



41$ 



21 $ 



41 $ 



5 h 



70 

14 i 



24$ 



26 £ 



9 

- considered 
to have an 
abundant 
supply. 



12 § 

not known. 



- not known, 
but consider- 
ed sufficient. 



* In taking the site for this workhouse, a right to a supply of water from an adjoining spring, 
and the privilege of conveying the same, form part of the agreement in the event of the water from 
the well ever proving brackish, the situation of the house being near an inlet of the sea. This site 
was selected chiefly on account of the great difficulty and uncertainty of getting a supply of water 
on any other site which was in other respects favourable. 
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SEWERAGE OF UNION WORKHOUSES IN IRELAND. 



A HETURN specifying the Number, Name, and Local Situation of each Union- Wobehocse 
in Ireland, which has none, or an insufficient Sewerage. 

None of the workhouses are without sewerage. 

With regard to the sewerage of the workhouses there may be considered two features; one the 
sewerage of the workhouse buildings and yards; the other the disoharge of 
beyond the building site. The arrangement of the sewers of the hm dings may he understood 
with reference to the annexed Plan and the subjoined particulars in explanation thereof. 

The discharge of the drains of the overflow or waste water beyond the site is necessarily 
controlled by the circumstances of the adjoining property, and the best practical arrange 
have been carefully considered in each case. 

The annexed Plan (above referred to) shows the arrangement of the drains or se ™ rs of * e 
workhouses generally, and the system which has been adopted; the variations from the .5 st m 
as shown on The Plan, being confined to the discharge of the waste or overflow water at the end 
of the large drains. 

Large arched cesspools, having a man-hole for cleaning them out, have been attached to the 
privies. Experience with regard to the workhouses in England and the state of other pubhc 
buildings, both in England and Ireland, confirm this arrangement with cesspools as being the 
best, inasmuch as drains from the several privies would often be choked, mdependent of t e 
objection which would frequently arise from the difficulty of finding a discharge for them, if the 
cost of their construction and their practical working were free from objection. 

The overflow or waste water Is therefore all that is reqnired to be conveyed away, and in many 
situations, where the natural fall of the site and other facilities appear to exist for this arrangement, 
it has been avoided, to obviate objections raised by parties near to, or even remote from the site, 
under the apprehension that injury would result to some well, or running stream, or even to a 
large river or lake. 

The discharge of the overflow or waste water is therefore in several workhouses carried into a 
covered, or open pit, or quarry-hole, iu order to soak away. 

In some Unions, moreover, where facilities exist for carrying away the waste water, the overflow 
has been purposely intercepted, and conveyed to pits, or open cesspools sunk on the site, tor the 
purpose of forming manure with the straw from the beds and the refuse from the house , an 
where this has been properly attended to, valuable manure has been obtained. With this 
arrangement the straw, 8tc. absorbs the overflow water, and the effluvia which would naturally 
arise from water allowed to stagnate, is avoided. 
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